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Hopefully, you have already noticed a few changes.  Some of them maybe make sense 
and maybe some make no sense at all!  Perhaps you are wondering if there’s any possible 
meaning to the graphics on the cover.  Well believe it or not, there is...let me try to explain.
The Bible says the following:

WELCOMEWELCOME
to the

issue of
NEW

Our Magazine
BALLEE
baptist church

the magazine of

Beloved, let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth 

is born of God, and knoweth God. He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
1 John 4:7-8

Ye are the salt of the earth...Ye are the light of the world...Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 5:13-16

As Christians, we are loved, by God.  So we in turn must 
love each other.  As a church all we do has to be for Him 
and should have an effect on those around us.  The graphic 
representation of ripples eminating from a pebble dropped 
into water symbolises this.  As a Baptist church the water 
has even further meaning. 

As we live, let’s leave ripples of God’s flavour and light 
everywhere we go!

One way you can start to do this is by helping with a new 
section I hope to introduce called ‘BLOG IT!’ - in fact it 
won’t work without you.  If you want to pass on thanks, 
share from your quiet time or encourage someone - in 
fact whatever you want to say let me know and if it’s 
appropriate I will endeavour to include it in the next issue.

Finally, as you read I hope you will enjoy the magazine and 
even be encouraged to submit your own articles or new 
ideas for the next issue of...

Our Magazine - due on 4th October 2009.

The Editor
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It has been a while … but it is good to be re-launching the 
Church Magazine. I know many have missed the quarterly contact with the 
fellowship and hearing all the news from the Toome Road, Ballymena.

Our friends and prayer partners come from a wide spectrum of locations 
and also a wide range of Church affiliation, but it is good to know that you 
join with our own members and adherents, in upholding the Work of God 
here, before the Throne of Grace. 

By way of opening comment, my quiet times have been taking me through 
various scriptures as I have considered God being our fortress! Let me 
take you along the train of thought.

Ps 18:2 says, “The Lord is my Rock and my Fortress and my Deliverer.”

The word “fortress” is an interesting word when compared to Almighty 
God.  “Fortress” when used in the sense of comparison, speaks of 
defense, safety and security. In the days of the “Old West” in the United 
States, they would often build forts, which comes from the idea of a 
fortress, a place of security and safety. 
Those wild-west days were no doubt perilous times of fierceness, 
harshness, and savagery. Let’s consider the kind of fortress the Lord really 
is…. 
 
1	 The Lord is a Strong Fortress - (2 Sam 22:2,3). Saul sought to pursue 
and harm David, but God was like a hedge around David. It was David’s 
faith in God that produced the barrier around him. The one who protected 
David was and is the omnipotent (all powerful) God of heaven and earth.   
 
2	 The Lord is a Sheltering Fortress - (Ps 18:2). The Lord is a shelter in 
the time of storm. He preserves us from our enemies.  When you serve 
God and live by right principles, you will always have those who will regard 
you as an enemy. Don’t be afraid of them. Just do right and live to please 
God not man.     
 
3	 The Lord is a Sure Fortress - (Ps 31:3). In days of perplexity, the Lord 
will be our guide. The Lord will direct and lead us in the right paths if we 
will only commit ourselves to Him. When we don’t know what to do, He 
can show us. 
 
4	 The Lord is a Settled Fortress - ( Ps 71:3). In Him we can, in the 
words of Ps.71:3, “continually resort.” We can hold to His unchanging 
hand because we know the Lord does not change. He is always the same 
(Heb.13:5).  
 
5	 The Lord is a Supreme Fortress - (Ps 91:2). No one can excel 
or surpass the Lord. No one can do what He is able to do.  
 
6	 The Lord is a Suitable Fortress - (Ps 144:2). The Lord is a suitable 
fortress for all. He is suitable for you, if you are a sinner under the 
burden of guilt and sin, for He alone can save, cleanse and pardon.                                                                                                                 
He is suitable for you, if you are a believer weighed down 
with cares and trouble, for He is the great burden-bearer.                                                                                                                  
He is suitable for you, if you are in need of guidance and direction, for He 
is our path.                                     

                                                                                                                                                      
 	      Enjoy the rest of the magazine ….. 
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Beloved, let us love one another...  1 John 4:7
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PERSONAL PROFILE

Each issue we plan to profile a member of our church.  The aim is to learn things 
about each other that we might not otherwise find out.  It’s easier to carry out God’s 
command to ‘love one another’ when we know a little about each other.  So read, 
enjoy and go, find out some more...and be prepared...next time it might be you! 
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What do you work at?

Do you have any specific roles or interests within the church?

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

How long have you been coming to Ballee Baptist?

Are you involved in any other work for God?

Can you tell us something from your Christian life that might 
encourage us?

What is your favourite verse and why?

How would you summarise your experience of Ballee Baptist?

Have you any requests for prayer?

After 33 years in financial services I was retired early last July following a review of my 
employer’s business stretegy which means life is now much more stress free than before.

Playing with my 2 grandchildren, tinkering on the computer, 
walking and eating out - Indian and Chinese.

Sandra and I joined Ballee in 1991

I have served as a Deacon for a number of years and more recently have been assisting the 
Treasurer, Stephen Irons, to collect and record offerings prior to lodging in the Northern Bank.

I am a member of the local Branch of Gideons International.  This involves undertaking 
Church services to tell of the Work, placing Scriptures in hotels, hospitals and also presenting 
New Testaments to pupils in secondary level education.

I have always felt at home at Ballee from my first visit.  The teaching is 
excellent with a positive balance which I find particularly encouraging.

For years I had heard testimonies where people could give the date , time and place, the name of 
the speaker as well as the text of Scripture etc.  I came to doubt my salvation because although 
I knew it was at a tent meeting on the Church Road in Randalstown when I was about 10 years 
old I do not remember much else.  However I came to realise it is the fact of there being a definite 
time when repentance took place, not the ability to quote the time and date etc, that matters.

From a Gideon perspective I would value prayer that 
we will continue to have access to all schools, hotels 
and hospitals in our area.  Also, pray that men who 
are qualified spiritually and occupationally will be led 
to join and get involved in the Gideon ministry.

Many verses have special appeal at different times but probably my favourite is Romans 8:1.
‘There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus...’
That ‘now’ is very important and gives me the assurance that I am already forgiven and am as certain of 
Heaven today as though I was already there.  I don’t have to worry will I ‘make the grade’ when I die.

WESLEY COULTER
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The Power of Prayer!
As you all know, I spent almost fifteen weeks in Antrim Area Hospital from 7th March to the 17th 

June.  I had been admitted because of an irregular heart beat, and after an earlier scan had revealed 
a leaking valve in my heart.  While I was there I kept a daily journal and on reading it I found some 
interesting things which I want to share with you.  I have very little recollection of my first three days in 
hospital.  I was having blackouts, the first one had happened in the car as I was being driven down to 
Antrim. 

As I lay in intensive care unable to get out of bed, linked up to a monitor, a drip, an oxygen mask, 
with bruises and confusion I overheard this question being asked “Do you believe in the power of 
prayer?”  The answer quickly and emphatically was given as “No, certainly not!”  I was very surprised 
at the response, as I had prayed constantly “Lord help me” realising how ill I really was.  “For thou art 
my hope, O Lord God; thou art my trust from my youth.” Ps 71:5.  I knew that my husband and family, 
the Pastors, the congregation and anyone who knew my situation was praying for me.  I needed 
the Lord to step in, I needed His help.  “This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
anything according to his will, he heareth us.  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 1 John 5:14-15.

On St Patrick’s Day I was out of bed and after a week, with very wobbly legs, I was trying hard to 
take a few steps, and by the 25th March I was walking again, all be it, by the holds.

Twenty one days after I was admitted another transoesophageal echocardiograph confirmed that 
over the previous months the leaking valve had got considerably worse.  Some days later I was taken 
to the RVH for Cardiac Catheterization, results of which were very promising.  I had no furring in my 
arteries and my other valves were working properly.

By this time I had got to know the man who asked the question, but never found out the respondent 
as I was shifted out of ICU, to await an operation to fix or replace my leaking valve.  But before 
moving, a red bracelet, which read sensitive to Amiodarone, was securely fastened on my wrist. 

Much prayer was offered on my behalf. “The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up.” James 5:15.  I had written on that day.

I must say at this stage that both Pastors visited me very faithfully.  I appreciated their sentiments 
of comfort from God’s Word.  Alex Kinghorn was a frequent visitor also and of course anyone who 
visited me was always more than welcome.

While I was in ward B3 I had many times student doctors around my bed.  I was a guinea pig.  I 
never knew whether it was my irregular heart beat or my leaking valve that they were looking for.  
However it passed the days and sometimes they seemed long, especially when they passed into 
weeks and eventually into months.

Another scan awaited me this time, my kidneys.  It only took 10 minutes and the report was...normal!  
Thank God for his hand upon me.  “Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them 
out of their distresses.” Ps 107:13. 

No sooner had I one thing done till another loomed on the horizon, I needed to have my lung 
capacity checked and I needed to see the dentist, but when?

I was beginning to feel sorry for myself by now as there was no sign of a date for my operation.  I 
was not alone however, there were others waiting longer than me and I wondered how I would cope 

with the wait.  “Be of good cheer, it is I be not afraid,” was read 
to me by a friend.

Sunday 13th April was a red letter day because I got rid of the 
monitor and all leads and I thought things were progressing.  
The words of the hymn came to mind “Stayed upon Jehovah, 
hearts are fully blessed, finding as He promised perfect peace 
and rest.”  Resting on this word I had a very good nights sleep 
and in the morning I was told that my magnesium levels were 
normal, another milestone reached, how many more? 
continued over...



The Power of Prayer! continued...

Friday 18th April I am in hospital 6 weeks today.  It seems a life time already.  “What time I am afraid, I 
will trust in thee.”  Ps 56:3, I had read.

On the 14th May I was told I would have my operation on 23rd May.  I was so excited it was an answer 
to many prayers, I could hardly wait.  I had my dental appointment in the mean time and my lung 
capacity was excellent.  On 21st May I was taken to RVH from where I was immediately returned to 
Antrim, as there had never been any confirmation of an appointment.  I realised it wasn’t in God’s 
plan, but I was still disappointed.  I was then asked to consider going to Dublin or London for my 
operation.  After prayer and consideration I declined and waited for God’s time after reading Ps 27:14 
“Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.”  
I prayed Lord give me the strength to wait more patiently on your timing and your will and give me 
strength.  The option didn’t materialise however as I was told funding was unavailable.  This option 
was certainly not in God’s plan either.

I was now 12 weeks in hospital.  I read the Psalms over and over again and found great comfort in 
God’s Word.  “I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Jer 29:11.  I held on to this during the next week and on 
Thursday 5th June, Dr Chris told me he had been given a date for the RVH.  It was Friday 13th and he 
asked me if I was superstitious.  Dr Trouton would tell me officially on his ward round, and so it was 
that I accepted the date as God’s will and would go to RVH on Wednesday morning 11th June.  On 
Sunday after the confirmation of the 13th appointment I prayed “Please God get me out of this valley 
of fear, doubt, worry, sympathy and set my feet upon the solid rock so that I will be fit for Friday in 
Your will.”

I had not been able to eat the hospital food, and had lost quite a lot of weight during my 14 weeks 
stay, but on the run up to the 13th I had a great peace and calm in my heart.  On the Wednesday 
morning I washed, had a good breakfast, took my pills and got weighed.  My reading was from Ps 
139.  Verses 5-6 say “Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.”  Soon the ambulance came and I 
was on my way to the Royal.

I was soon settled into a ward with five others, saw several doctors and soon the day slipped 
past.  I still had a great calm in my heart and slept well all that night.  On the Thursday morning, as 
I opened up my Bible and my daily notes I read “Despite our finiteness, our lives rest in the hands 
of the One who knows all the WHATS, WHYS and WHENS we’ll ever face.  As we trust in Him, He 
guides us in the path He desires us to take, ...and His way is never wrong.”  I knew that God had 
given me this calm because I certainly had struggled in the previous few weeks.  Pastor always said 
it was frustration.  Call it what we may but “sometimes we are not ready to see the wonder of God’s 
wisdom and strength, until we are gasping for breath in the exhaustion of our own strength.”  About 
mid morning the surgeon, who was to perform my operation, came to examine me, told me my 
temperature was raised and that unless it came down he would not be doing my operation.  He left 
after the examination without saying anything.  The curtains still remained drawn and about 30 mins 
later a nurse told me I was going for an ultra sound.  While there, with the surgeon present, I heard him 
say “just as I thought” and I was told that he had some good news for me but he would tell me himself 
when I would get back to the ward.  No sooner had I settled back than he came in, never drew the 
curtains, sat down on the chair beside my bed and shaking my hand said, “Mrs Mills you don’t need 
surgery, your heart is normal and your valves are functioning properly.”  After a pause I realised what 
he had said.  I could hardly speak.  I asked if this often happened and he said “not often.”  Well then 
it must be a miracle I said.  There was no comment; he told me I would be going back to Antrim in the 
morning, soon after I was told to pack my bag.  I don’t know how many times I had packed my bags, 
but this time it was with great glee and thankfulness to Almighty God for “I know that, whatsoever 
God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 
thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before 
Him.” Ecc 3:14.

I was dispatched back to Antrim hospital within the hour, not the 
next day.  There I asked one of the nurses to take my temperature 
and guess what.....it was normal!

Do I believe in the power of prayer?......I most certainly do!

continued over...
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Your worst days are never so bad
that you are beyond the reach of God’s grace…

and your best days are never so good
that you are beyond the need of God’s grace.

Colin Alexander

The Power of Prayer! continued...

I must thank all the staff of both hospitals for their unfailing commitment, both Pastor Kennedy and 
Pastor Jones and all who visited me in hospital and at home and all who prayed without ceasing. 

“The prayer of faith shall heal the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.” James 5:15.

“This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petition that we 
desired of him.”

Thanks to Almighty God for his healing hand upon me, for His Holy Word that kept me sane and for 
all the friends I met and witnessed to in my stay in Antrim Area Hospital and in the R.V.H.

With grateful thanks,

Barbara Mills

Duty is always too great for earnest souls.
No one can do all that he knows he ought to do or that he wants to do.
When we have done our duty, however, day by day, faithfully and 
earnestly, according to the light and the wisdom given to us at the time, 
it ought not to cause us regret afterward if it appear that we might have 
done it with more wisdom or with greater skill.
We cannot get the benefits of experience until we have had the 
experience.
We cannot have manhood’s ripe wisdom in the days of our youth.
We can always see when a day is done how we might have lived it better.
We should bring to every hour’s work our finest skill, our best wisdom, 
our purest strength, and then feel no regret even if it does not seem well 
done.
Perfection is an unreached goal in this life.  Duty is always too large for us 
to do more than a fragment of it.

Anon
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Storms of Life

There are many, many people in this vast universe experiencing life’s storms, whether it 
is sickness, bereavement or dealing with hurt caused by other people, etc.

For me, personally, my ‘storm’ has been redundancy since last October til the present 
day.  Sometimes when I was working I wished that I could have just stayed at home 
instead of going to work after time off.  Well, I got my wish!  After a while the novelty of 
the free-time starts to wear off and at times I have been sad, teary-eyed and scared, and 
there have been a lot of ‘what ifs’ floating around in my head.  Vacancies are applied for, 
I get interview and then the letter arrives!!  Not a letter of, “congratulations, you got the 
job”, but, “I’m sorry to inform you that you are unsuccessful”!!  Knock backs like these can 
seriously damage your confidence and sometimes it is hard to get up, dust yourself down 
and keep going!  But keep going I must – can’t let the Devil get the better of me.

Besides, God has promised, “never to leave us or forsake us” – Heb 13:5
As God’s children we need to trust and have faith that God knows what’s best and that 

He holds us in the palm of His hand.
It’s also important I think to have a sense of humour in your ‘storm’.  If I had a pound for 

every time someone has said to me, “something will turn up”, I could do without working 
for a month or two!

God is faithful and I need to hang on to this truth and wait on Him to bring me out of this 
‘storm’ in His time!

James 1:5 says, “if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask God…”.  Prayer is essential and 
helps us to get our eyes off our troubles and makes us realise that God is bigger than our 
problems.

My favourite verse in the Bible is Jer 29:11.  It speaks of God’s plans for our lives and 
that they are for our good even though we may think otherwise.

I hope this has given someone reading this, encouragement and hope, to know that God 
is on our side.

	 Faith looks across the storm – it does not doubt
Or stop to look at clouds and things without.
Faith does not question why when all His ways
Are hard to understand, but trusts and prays.
Anon

Louise McAuley
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If truth be not diffused, error will be.
If God and His word are not known and received,
The Devil and his works will gain the ascendency;
If the evangelical volume does not reach every hamlet,
The pages of a corrupt and licentious literature will.
If the power of the gospel is not felt through the length and 
breadth of the land,
Anarchy and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and 
darkness will reign without mitigation or end.

Daniel Webster



As usual this has been a busy year for the Ladies Fellowship.  We have had various speakers 
throughout the year like Sandra Matthews (Faith Mission), who used her gift of quilt making to 
testify of how God has moved in her life, to our final speaker in April, Mr Brian Gault (Author of 
Look No Hands), who also relayed to the ladies of how God has saved and provided for him 
throughout his life.  Presently we are planning speakers for next season so please pray that God 
will prepare hearts and many (speaker and listener alike) will be blessed.

Our prayer meetings continue as usual throughout the summer months.  If you are free on 
the last Wednesday of each month please join with us in prayer.  We have been challenged, 
encouraged and blessed over the year and have much to rejoice over as we see God answer 
prayers.

Our annual outing took place at the end of April this year with a visit to Newtownards and then 
tea afterwards.  A thoroughly enjoyable day was had by all and the good weather was an added 
bonus!

We look forward to welcoming all ladies back to our fellowship meeting in September as we 
recommence the autumn programme. Please join us if you are free – We would love to see you 
there!

March – May 2009
On the 8th March we had a visit from Claire McIntyre who works 

with Arab World Ministries.  Claire spoke to us of the reality of 
witnessing and sharing her faith with Muslim woman in London.  
Claire’s passion and enthusiasm for this work was a challenge to 
us all and she encouraged the young people to share their faith 
with others who may have different backgrounds than ourselves.   
A group of five young people were given the responsibility 

of planning the next meeting of Youth Fellowship.  They were 
involved in all aspects of the meeting from leading the singing 
to organising a speaker.  The speaker for the evening was Marc 
Taylor.  Mark shared the gospel with the young people and left us 
in no doubt of our need to be saved.  
Our meeting on 5th April was taken by Richard Logan.  Richard 

spoke to us on the subject ‘I am’, highlighting portions of scripture 
that tell of our true standing before God.   So often we forget that 
we are God’s children and that we have been adopted into God’s 
family.  As Richard spoke of many of the truths of who we are in 
Christ, we were blessed at knowing that we are his children and 
loved by him.  

continued over...
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Youth Fellowship Update continued...

This year, for our youth weekend, we headed off to the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum.  This was 
a new location for us all and as always we enjoyed plenty of fun and fellowship together.  Thankfully 
the weather was favourable for the whole weekend which allowed us to get out and about.  Neil 
Harkness, who is currently working with CEF, was our speaker at each of the meetings.  Neil spoke to 
us on the life of Joseph and we all enjoyed his ministry and knew blessing from it.  We would like to 
take the opportunity to thank Neil once again for joining with us on the weekend.
On Sunday 10th May, our very own Noel Bell shared with us.  He spoke of the challenges that we can 

all face in the rollercoaster of our lives.  Looking at well known bible characters we studied how they 
dealt with circumstances in their lives.  Realising the difficulties that we all go through, it’s good to 
know that God is with us as we journey through life.
Revelation took the next meeting on 17th May.  We thoroughly enjoyed this evening of singing along 

and hearing Thomas McCalmont’s testimony.  David Strange concluded our meeting by speaking to us 
from God’s word on the life of Peter. 
Our last meeting for the season was taken by our Assistant Pastor, Billy Jones.  He spoke to us 

from Jeremiah chapter 18.  As we listened we heard how our lives are like clay in the hands of the 
potter.  Realising that God is like the potter and knowing that not only is he in control of our lives but is 
continually moulding and shaping us brought great comfort.  This message was encouraging and we 
were greatly blessed.   Due to the fantastic weather, we were able to take our seats outside and have 
our meeting in the open air.  As this was our last meeting of the season we finished the evening with 
snacks and delicious pizzas which were enjoyed by all.
The committee would especially like to pass on our thanks to all those who have prayed and 

supported us during the last year.  We value your prayers for the Youth Fellowship and for the 
committee.  Already, we are busy planning our summer events, and would ask that you continue to 
remember us. 
 We would also like to thank all those who have taken part in meetings during the past year.   It has 

been encouraging to see young people praying for the first time in our prayer meetings and for many 
others, stepping out in faith and taking part in various ways.
Finally we would ask that you would continue to send the young people to the meetings and support 

the Youth Fellowship in the coming year.  This is not an easy time in their lives and we believe that it is 
important that young people can meet together and have fellowship with other young Christians.
The Youth Committee

H    IDAY
Bible ClubFinished school?

Need something to do?

Like Quizzes, singing, Bible 
Lessons, Games, Learning 
Verses + winning Prizes?

Then come along to our

HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB!
each morning from 10.30 - 12.30
Monday 6th - Friday 10th July
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Maybe this is you or perhaps you know 
someone who is shackled to drink. Well the 
good news is that you or your friend can be 
free. I had been hooked on drink for over 25 
years, tried all sorts of remedies, was in mental 
hospitals, seen doctors, and even tried AA 
only to end up in the gutter of life. The words 
of this hymn tells my life story. It was back in 
2003 while in Ballyards, a place where they 
take in addicts run by the Stauros Foundation, 
that the hand of Jesus touched me and broke 
the shackle of drink. I am just scratching the 
surface of my story, but if you need someone 
to talk to I am here for you, whether to talk 
or just to listen. You cannot say that no one 
understands. I have sampled both worlds. I 
know all about having no hope and feeling 
that life’s not worth living. I have been there 
many times. Didn’t want to live, but too scared 
to die. You might ask ‘What were you scared 
off?’ I was scared of dying and not knowing 
where I would be after death. So for that 
peace of mind, a home in heaven after death, 
free from drink through the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ - I handed my burdens to him.

Shackled 
by a heavy 

b u r d e n 
neath a load 
of guilt and 
shame then 
the hand of 

Jesus 
touched me 
and now I am 

no longer 
the same.
D	 Do you want to stop?

R	 Really want to stop?

I	 Is your life a mess?

N	 No hope for the future?

K	 Keep breaking promises to stop?

    contact me on 079 5536 1956 	
	 or by email at 
david-rowe@live.co.uk

Davy

God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise

1 Cor. 1:27
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JULY
6-10	 Monday-Friday  Holiday Bible Club (see advert)

12	 Sunday  Pastor Harold Chambers Cookstown

30	 Wedding  Catherine Graham to Mark Cook

AUGUST
2	 Sunday  Pastor Jones

9	 Sunday  Mr Robert McMaster

16	 Sunday  Pastor Jones

23	 Sunday  Mr David Mitchell

30	 Sunday  Mr Auldwyn Calderwood

SEPTEMBER
6	 Sunday  Bible College Student Sunday

17	 Thursday  Mr Tim Johnston (FIA)

DATES
FOR
YOUR
DIARY

Here’s some important dates for the coming months
Try to attend, but if that’s not possible then pray

11
For times of meetings see back cover of magazine
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The God we worship is clothed in mystery. He reveals and He conceals. He invites and He 
hides. He confounds and He confides. The God who rests but never sleeps, who thunders 

and whispers, terrifies and befriends; whose anger lasts only a moment, but whose 
favour lasts a lifetime. All-consuming, yet kind. All-knowing, yet capable of forgetting 

the sins He forgives. The God who wounds and binds up, who injures and heals. The King 
whose footstool is the earth, yet who humbly washed the earth from the feet of those 

He discipled. Who reigns in righteousness, yet carried our shamefulness. Who walked in 
the garden of Eden in the cool of the day, yet sweated drops of blood in the garden of 

Gethsemane one agonising night. The God of the smallest detail and the grandest design, 
who issued ornate designs for an extravagant temple, yet found pleasure in the humblest 

offering of a widow‘s two tiny coins there. The suffering servant who commands the 
universe. The sinless friend of sinners. The Saviour who hung in agony on beams of wood 
He Himself had called into being. Fearsome yet welcoming. Unfathomable, yet knowable. 

The God of kings and beggars, presidents and paupers. Who fathers the fatherless and 
works through our weakness. Burning with holiness, yet refreshingly graceful.

This is the God we worship – the God of all mystery.

Matt Redman

the GOD of all mystery

The FINAL thought...

And for me, that utterance may be given 
unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, 
to make known the mystery of the gospel,

Ephesians 6:19
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services
Sunday School & Bible Classes - 
10.15am

Sunday Services -
11.30am & 6.30pm

Youth Fellowship* - 
alternate Sundays @ 8pm

Good News Club* - 
Mondays @ 7pm

Bible Study* - 
Tuesdays @ 8pm

Ladies Fellowship* - 
2nd and last Wednesday of each month @ 8pm

Men’s Felllowship* - 
3rd Wednesday of each month @ 7.45pm

Prayer Meeting* - 
Thursdays @ 8pm

The Link* - 
1st Friday of each month @ 8pm

Youth Club* - 
alternate Saturdays @ 7.30pm

* subject to change dependent on time of year

pastor
Pastor Lawrence Kennedy
10 Woodcroft Heights
Ballymena
BT42 1GF
(028) 2565 3003

assistant pastor
Pastor Billy Jones
127 Whitesides Road
Ballymena
BT42 2JG
(028) 2563 2382

editor@balleebaptist.org

Beloved, let us love one another...      1 John 4:7


